Decision Tree

Start
here

Do you have a recognised
qualification at level 5 or above?

(For example: an Honours degree,
a foundation degree, a Diploma of Higher
Education, a level* 5 apprenticeship,
any other professional level 5 Qualification, etc)

*Level refers the nationally recognised
Qualification Credit Framework levels.
See http://www.accreditedqualifications.org.uk/
qualifications-and-credit-framework-qcf.html
for more information.
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Yes

Required knowledge modules
Did your qualification include all of of the
required knowledge modules at level 5?

* The Criminal Justice System

¢ Understanding Crime
and Criminal Behaviour

* Penal Policy and the

Punishment of Offenders

¢ Rehabilitation of Offenders

Or if you have completed three of the
four modules in your original degree
(i.e. not part of a CJL access route) you
currently have the opportunity to complete
the fourth module during the first phase of
your training programme and can answer yes.

Yes (o]

Yes

Do you have a

Level 3 Vocational Diploma
in Probation Practice or an equivalent?

[ No J Yos

Yes

A common first step to becoming a Probation
Officer is to gain entry level employment as a
Probation Service Officer in NPS or CRC and
gain the in-house vocational level 3 Diploma
in Probation Practice or equivalent. Level
3 equivalent qualifications are also offered
elsewhere in the Community and Custodial
Sector. Contact your local service for
details. Other Level 3 qualifications including
A-levels plus relevant experience may also be
considered equivalent. Go to the ‘University
Providers’ page here
http://www.traintobeaprobationofficer.com/
university-providers/ for more information.

Alternatively, you can complete an appropriate
level 5 study programme which includes the
four required knowledge modules.
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You will need to complete an appropriate
level 5 study programme or, if you already have
a level 5 qualification, you will need to complete

the four required knowledge modules before
applying for the level 6 training programme.

NOMS contracted university providers
can help you with this. It may be in the
form of pre-entry modules to gain
additional credits or a qualification.

NOMS contracted university providers
may also be able to accredit any prior learning
you have already completed and award you
credits for this.

Once you have covered any gaps in your
knowledge modules, you will be able to proceed
to the next stage.

For contact details on our university
providers click here:
http://www.traintobeaprobationofficer.com/
university-providers/
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Step 1

You should complete the required
level 4 assignment(s) with an
approved university.

Go to the ‘University Providers’ page here
http://www.traintobeaprobationofficer.com/
university-providers/
for more information
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You will need to gain the relevant experience
through voluntary work or paid employment.

<4

Relevant experience
Do you have previous experience
of working with challenging individuals who
are experiencing difficulties and/or whose
lives are in crisis?

Yes [ No )

Yes

Gateway Assessment Service
Before application, you will need to confirm

that you have covered the required knowledge

modules.

Our approved university providers can
do this for you and provide you with
a unique reference number to include
in your application.

There will be a fee involved and a waiting period

of two to four weeks.

Go to ‘Eligibility & Apply’ for more information
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Step 2

After step 1, you should complete a
recognised level 5 qualification with
an approved university provider, which
includes the following four required
knowledge modules.

» The Criminal Justice System

+ Understanding Crime
and Criminal Behaviour
« Penal Policy and the
Punishment of Offenders

+ Rehabilitation of Offenders
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Application and selection process
Assessment will be based on a set of core
competencies and relevant experience.
These will be assessed at
assessment centres. We anticipate that there
will be two intakes each year.

Please visit
www.traintobeaprobationofficer.com
to apply.

<>

HM Prison &
Probation Service

After completing steps 1 and 2;
you are now eligible to apply for the
level 6 Professional Qualification
in Probation.

Completion of this qualification qualifies
you to apply for Probation Officer roles
across the sector.

Please vis
www.traintobeaprobationofficer.com
to apply.
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You can begin a level 6
Professional Qualification in Probation
employed as a Probation Services Officer.

Upon qualification, you can apply for
Probation Officer roles across the sector.
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